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MEMORANDUM FOR : Deputy Director (Plsns)
THROUGH : Acting Chief, DPD ¥/
BUBJECT : United Nations Begistry of Satellites

1. Mr. Cunningham has written you & wore detailed repcei on s meet-~
ing of 29 December with Alexis Johnson of State, Joe Cheryk, and ourselves.
The weeting wis called by Mr. Johmsca to discuss the ismplication of a
tnited Nations resclution requiriag registrstion of all satellites lsunched
by mewber nations. This resolution is eubarrassing in that it vas sponsored
by ocur governsent and apparently with insufficisnt coordinmation betwesn
Btete and Delensme.

2. Ve are agrecd that since the resolution is sn accomplished fact
that wo must abide in good faith by ite regquirements. Joe Charyk advanced
the sltaraative of full disclosure of purpose to which I object in that I
sm convinced the Soviets would ume thst disclosure as a baeis of retalis-
tory threats to an extent which would Torce cur government to cesse satellite
reconnAissance. We tien sgreed to a policy of minimar necessary disclosure
of date and place of launch, identification of vehiele, orbit paranmeters
and generslized etatement of purpose consistent with cur COBCRA cover
stories. Btate will determine if NASBA is willing to abide by this pollcy.
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h. It may be worth an sttempt by yourself and Joe Charyk to reduce
the State Department enthusiasm for satellite registration since it serves
no useful end toward contral of space for peaceful purposes. Only yre~
laanch inspection sould insure prevention of launching satellites for
belligerent purposes and such inspection is not part of the registretion
process. Additionally, e few deliberate omissions and late reportings
may help to put the whole registration process into disrepute and cause
its eventual adandonwent. In any event we should resist strongly sany
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are sdding Colonel Rusek, U.B. Ay, who bas functioned as ARGOE yroject
officer, and Captain Gorzan, U.8. ¥avy, vho has been & focad point for
satellite activities in that service, toc the staff of Oeneral Greer in
Inglewood men ot least ) ers under Oreer, vill serve as
This organizaticonal
hington to the West Coast
these 4dsliderations
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actica moves the center of such sctivity n RS
and in effect makes participation by ourselves in
diffiealt at best.
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EUGCENE P. KIEFER

BA/TA/DPD

SA/TA/DPD-EPK:hmj (5 Januery 1962)

Distribution:

Cy # 1 - DD/P
2 - AG/DFD
3 - ASST C/DFD
L - ¢/DB/DFD
5 - DB/DFD
6 - 8A/T8/DFD
7 - RI/DFD
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